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SPRING TIME REFLECTION 

For me, Springtime is when everything is made new.  Gorgeous flowers pop up, the days become longer, 

new life can be seen and heard amongst the rolling hills and the wonder of God’s world can be seen all 

around.  I think that all this growth is what helps summer to be so joyful.  On a lovely day surrounded by 

all this beauty it is often wise to pause for a moment and be at one with nature.  As with any change of 

season there can sometimes be ups and downs, but God’s love for us is constant 

As the daffodils continue to bloom they remind me of the story of The Resurrection.  Daffodils being 

quite a hardy bloom, have to push through the cold, hardened and sometimes frozen ground.   The 

promise of life after death that Jesus brings can be symbolised through this action.  Despite difficult Win-

ters, daffodils reliably return every Spring, reminding Christian’s of God’s steadfast unwavering love.   

Finally with their beautiful bright colours such as yellow, they are seen as reminders to reflect God’s light, 

joy and glory in a sometimes weary world.   

 

 

Dear Families 

First of all I would like to say a big Happy Easter to you all 

and express my sincere thanks for all of your support dur-

ing the Spring Term.  I have been reflecting on the busy and 

exciting term we have shared, looking back at all the school 

events, enrichment and lessons which have taken place 

since Christmas.  It has brought me much joy to put togeth-

er this Newsletter as it is a real celebration of school life at 

Tintwistle.   

Throughout the term, we have had two successful trips to 

White Hall, we have hosted some special events such as 

World Book Day, Children have been out and about in the 

local community as part of their learning and we have had 

many visitors into school, as well as hosting many students 

who have loved getting to know about our Tintwistle Way.  

As always, the children have really let their light shine and 

their work and general behaviour makes me so proud.  It is 

always lovely to celebrate at Good News Gathering on a 

Friday and to hear about the many successes across the 

school.  Inside this bumper Easter Newsletter you will find 

an update on staffing, I will share with you our School De-

velopment Plan priorities; there is an update from each 

class, feedback from the Safeguarding Survey and an out of 

school celebration section as well as the usual standing 

items such as attendance and dates. 

Just as Spring brings new life, Easter is a reminder that light 

can always be found, even during times of darkness if we 

just remember to switch on the light.  We can do this for 

one another by being kind and sharing our joy.  Jesus’ res-

urrection is the basis for Christian hope offering us a fresh 

start and allowing believers to move beyond past mistakes.    

As we approach the holidays I hope you will share many 

moments of joy with loved ones, finding times to recharge 

before the Summer Term begins.  

Mr Mulhall 

 

ATTENDANCE  

4 SEPTEMBER 2025 - 24 MARCH 2026 

 

Parents will be contacted if attendance falls to 93%.  Par-

ents will be called in for a meeting with the Family Support 

Worker/Local Authority if attendance falls below 90%.. 

 

 Attendance 

Apple Class 96.5% 

Cherry Class 94.8% 

Rowan Class 95.7% 

Oak Class 95.7% 

Whole School 95.7% 



Apple Class have had a fantastic Spring Term with a lot of 

exciting learning taking place, both inside and outside the 

classroom.  Our Nursery numbers have continued to grow 

and our youngest learners have settled in to new school 

routines.   

Earlier in the term, Apple Class shared their Collective Wor-

ship all about love with their families.  We have also had 

the excitement of chicks being brought in by Eoghan. The 

children loved learning about how to take care of them. 

Forest School continues to be a big part of our outdoor pro-

vision and Miss Corkin has been delighted with how they 

have been helping with the tidying and upkeep of the gar-

den.   

We have said goodbye (for a little bit) to Mrs Knowles as 

she has now gone on Maternity Leave, but we are delight-

ed that Mrs Bott and Mrs Pickering will be teaching in Ap-

ple Class after Easter.   

During the Summer Term the children will be learning 

where our food comes from and thinking about where ani-

mals live and what their habitat can provide.  We are hop-

ing to take the children out to explore in the local area and 

perhaps squeeze a little trip in as well - watch this space!  

After the holidays, Apple Class will be growing once again 

as we welcome some more Nursery children into the 

setting.  We are sure the children will make them feel wel-

come and they will settle in in no time at all.   

Well done Apple Class for a super term! 

  

EASTER CROSSWORD 

 

EASTER WORDSEARCH 
 



 
APPLE CLASS  

TOPIC WEB FOR SUMMER TERM 



Cherry Class have been busy, busy, busy!  The big-

gest highlight of this term has been the topic Kings 

and Queens. The children started this unit of work 

with a fantastic Royal Ball, being led by their won-

derful Queen Victoria.  Their outfits were absolutely 

smashing and they made some super crowns.   

The children have continued to work with Jo our vis-

iting artist and they have been exploring watercol-

ours and honing their artistic skills.   

Maths has been a real area of focus across the 

school and the children have especially loved active 

maths in the hall.  I have been delighted to share 

with the Governors the progress in maths which 

Cherry Class have been making and it is very impres-

sive.  The children are building strong foundations 

for future number work and this is thanks to our 

work with the Maths Hub which is being led by our 

Maths Lead Miss Doherty.  

As we move into the Summer Term, Cherry Class are 

welcoming a University of Manchester student 

teacher: Mr Lanigan.  I am sure the children are go-

ing to love working with him and Mrs Thompson un-

til the end of the year. 

The new topic for the Summer Term will be Sailing 

the Seven Seas - a swashbuckling adventure awaits.  

  

 

Shout out to Thomas who 

has been planting seeds for 

his summer tea salads. 
Well done to Isla for her kick-

boxing achievement, she has 

moved up a belt! 

Tillie-Rose working at MEN-

CAP.  Well done Tillie. 

Shout out to Camren who 

made his promise at Beavers 

and received his necker. 

Well done to Hashim for 

completing his half marathon 

at the Junior Park Run.  



 

MIKE MULHALL 

HEAD TEACHER (DSL)  

SARAH BOTT 

DEPUTY HEAD TEACHER & EYFS & KS1 MANAGER 

(DEPUTY DESIGNATED SAFEGUARDING LEAD) 

SOPHIE KNOWLES 

EYFS & KS1 MANAGER (TLR) 

Mat Leave Apr 26 onwards 

JODIE VITTI 

SENDCO  

 

SARAH BOTT  

ELLE PICKERING 

N/R Apple Class Teachers 

JESSICA THOMPSON 

Y1/2 Cherry Class Teacher 

 

JODIE VITTI 

Y3/4 Rowan Class 

Teacher 

JANE CORKIN 

N/R Apple Class HLTA 

CHLOE RADCLIFFE  

N/R Apple Class Teaching 

Assistant 

TIM BOTT 

Caretaker 

 

SUE CROOKES 

School Secretary 

 

Leonie Burgess, Karen Woodbridge, 

Chloe Radcliffe, Amanda Harrison, 

Amy Bagshaw, Sam Taylor, 

Katie Parkinson, Active Tameside 

(MIDDAYS/SPORTS TEAM) 

STAFFING STRUCTURE NOTES 

 Purple—SLT 

 Blue—Teaching Staff 

 Green—HLTA (PPA, Nursery & Forest School Lead) 

 Yellow—TAs (1:1 support/small group work) 

 Orange—Office, Maintenance & Midday Teams 

 Grey—Trainees 

Mrs Pugh 

SCITT STUDENT  

(SEP 25 Onwards) 

TRACEY COLEMAN 

KS2 SENTA  

 

AMY BAGSHAW 

KS2 SENTA   

 

SASHA DOHERTY 

Y5/6 Oak Class Teacher 

 

SAM TAYLOR 

Y1/2 Cherry Class Teaching 

Assistant Support 

 

AMANDA HARRISON 

N/R Apple Class Teaching 

Assistant 

+ FULL TIME UNIVERISTY OF 

MANCHESTER PGCE FINAL PLACE-

MENT STUDENT  

(April—June) 

SCITT STUDENT (SEP 26 Onwards) 

From 

April  

MICHAEL MULHALL 

Y3/4 Rowan Class 

Teacher 

SAM TAYLOR 

KS1/KS2 SENTA 

 

CHERRY CLASS  

TOPIC WEB FOR SUMMER TERM 



Rowan Class have had a superb Spring Term with Mr 

Skuse and Mrs Vitti.  Some of the highlights include, 

bonus Forest School sessions, a visit to the park, ex-

citing sing-a-long French lessons, discovering many 

new and exciting books, continuing to develop our 

skills on the recorder and of course the Year 4’s hav-

ing their first residential visit to Whitehall.   

Science lessons have been focused on investigating 

different rocks, and their uses; in PSHE Rowan Class 

have been celebrating differences and similarities 

and PE lessons have been focused on balancing and 

developing fitness.  

The Children’s work linked to the book ESCAPE 

FROM POMPEII produced some superb writing 

about an erupting volcano, and the children made 

some wonderful newspaper reports based on this.   

TT Rockstars continues to be a big focus for this 

class with the year 4 multiplication check taking 

place during the Summer Term.  They have loved 

taking part in a battle with other Glossop Schools - 

we came second place…. WELL DONE! 

We are sad to be saying goodbye to Mr Skuse but 

we know he will come back and visit.  Mr Mulhall 

and Mrs Vitti are excited for the Summer topic: We 

are Biologists.   

   



 

ROWAN CLASS  

TOPIC WEB FOR SUMMER TERM 



Oak Class have had a really busy term just like the 

rest of the school!  They have been away again on a 

residential to Whitehall and, their learning across 

the curriculum has been really impressive to see.  I 

have been particularly impressed with their high 

standards in all of their books: they have particularly 

taken to water-colouring their journal pages and 

their Islamic art linked to their RE lessons was won-

derful to see.   

The range of roles and responsibilities the children 

in Oak Class take on to support the smooth running 

of the school demonstrates their increasing level of 

independence, our Year 6’s are particularly demon-

strating their readiness for transition to High School.  

I am so proud of how Oak Class regularly support 

me in Good News Gathering every Friday, organise 

and maintain the books to a high standard in the 

library and generally act as peacemakers across the 

school for our younger children.   

During the Summer term, Oak Class will be exploring 

the topic We Are Biologists and our Year 6 children 

will be making their preparations for their transi-

tions to High School.  We are looking to organising 

some exciting leavers events to mark the end of 

their time at Primary School - watch this space! 

   



 

OAK CLASS  

TOPIC WEB FOR SUMMER TERM 



PARKING 

The Safeguarding Survey has highlighted that chil-

dren feel unsafe on the turning circle and on busy 

roads close to the school.  They have asked our 

PCSO team to revisit school to monitor behaviour on 

the turning circle to make sure road users are fol-

lowing the rules which I have recapped below: 

• NO PARKING ON THE TURNING 

CIRCLE. 

• The turning circle is to be used for 

drop off only. 

• Nobody should be going up the 

kerb. 

• No double parking. 

• No reversing. 

• Where possible, children should 

be dropped off away from school 

and walk or be walked in.  

SAFEGUARDING FEEDBACK 

I hope you have had time to read and digest our 

March 2026 Safeguarding Survey feedback.  Captur-

ing the views of families and children in school, has 

helped me to co-ordinate follow-up actions to en-

sure our children’s safety both in and out of school.  

I would like to draw your attention to the following 

actions which we are taking: 

• The school gates will be fixed and op-

erational by Tuesday 24 March 2026. 

• The Worry Box will be relaunched dur-

ing Collective Worship on Monday 23 

March 2026. 

• Children will complete a further on-

line Safeguarding Survey during the 

Summer Term. 

• Mr Bott will be taking a group of pupils 

from across the school on a ground 

walk to inspect the perimeter and 

identify any maintenance issues.   

• Mr Mulhall will investigate social me-

dia options which are more secure and 

locked down only to our Tintwistle 

families.  We hope to be able to move 

forward with this by the start of the 

next academic year.   

• High Viz jackets will be ordered and 

lunchtime staff will start wearing these 

from the Summer Term.   

• Safeguarding Governor - Vicki Baker 

will come into school to review our 

computing and ICT curriculum during 

the Summer Term and she will meet 

with computing lead and capture pupil 

voice.   

DEBTS 

There is currently a significant amount of outstand-

ing debt for school meals and the before and after-

school clubs, which needs to be settled as soon as 

possible. To prevent debts from building up in the 

future, payments should ideally be made on a week-

ly basis.  

If the outstanding balances are not settled, your 

child may be unable to access school meals or 

attend clubs until these monies have been cleared.  

DATES 
 

27 March - 10 April INSET/Closed for Easter 

13 April  School re-opens for all children 

15 April  Bikeability - groups tbc 

16 April  Bikeability - groups tbc 

16 April  KS1 Cricket at Glossopdale - 9.15am 

17 April  Bikeability - groups tbc 

23 April  Bikeability - groups tbc 

24 April  Bikeability - groups tbc 

30 April  Year 5/6 Cricket at Hayfield CC - 1.00pm 

4 May   Bank Holiday 

11-15 May  SATs Week (Year 6 must be in) 

22 May  INSET  

25 - 29 May  School closed 

1 June   School re-opens for all children 

22 June  INSET  

6 July - 10 July Sports week (Sports Day tbc) 

13 July - 17 July Leavers week - watch this space 

16 July   Reports out 

24 July - 3 Sept School Closed  

4 September  INSET 

7 September  School re-opens for all children 

10 September School photographs  

 

VOLUNTEERS 

COME AND JOIN THE TINTWISTLE 

SCHOOL FAMILY 

As a thriving, busy Primary School who do things a 

bit differently, we are always on the lookout for 

volunteers to come and get stuck in! 

Whether you have a penchant for gardening, a 

love of reading to children, an artistic flair to 

share, or a niche skill like knitting, crocheting, em-

broidery etc, we would love to hear from you.   

It might be that you are looking for some experi-

ence in primary education for your future career 

goals; either way you can be assured of a very 

warm welcome.   

Please do get in touch with Mr Mulhall in the first 

instance to enquire about opportunities in school.   

CLUBS 
     

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRIDAY 
Join us on Monday 

for a relaxing start 

to the week!  If you 

like playing games, 

colouring, reading 

books and generally 

having a bit of a 

chill, Mindful Mon-

day’s could be for 

you! 

Tuesday’s are all 

about exploring sci-

entific concepts 

through fun, crafty 

activities, from ex-

ploring shadows to 

learning about 

floating and sinking, 

this is a great club to 

get stuck into.   

If you love the out-

doors, this is the 

club for you! Chuck 

your wellies on and 

get round the camp-

fire for story-telling 

and tasty, toasted 

marshmallows, as 

well as a load of out-

door games and ac-

tivities! 

Perhaps you are a 

budding chef who 

wants get their cook 

on in the kitchen.  

Highlights of the 

Summer Term in-

clude: Thai chicken 

nuggets and noo-

dles, Nutella flapjack 

and tasty potato 

skins.   

Join us on Friday for 

a chilled out session 

to lead us into the 

weekend.  Perhaps 

you like colouring, 

making paper aero-

planes, reading a 

book or playing 

some games.  This 

could be the  club 

for you. 


